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defective grip of the earth on which they live and the
material environment of life. This is the supreme
meaning of Mr. Ruskin's insistence upon direct free
contact with Nature and the practice of manual work.
Human life without these has no bottom: the gentle-
men and ladies without this education may get a
reflected knowledge through books and conversation :
they may, as managers of businesses, politicians, philo-
sophers, litterateurs, deal with the hard facts of
work and life, but their treatment will be feeble and
unsubstantial, because they have not the knowledge of
the meaning of the words they use and of the ideas these
words represent, which contact with the material facts
alone can give. Take for example the thinking and
speaking of politicians and political economists regard-
ing important issues of working life. How can a
member of Parliament know how a measure affecting
land will actually affect the agricultural labourer, if
he does not know from personal experience what
digging or mowing is, or how a prison should be
ordered if he does not know the sort of effect pro-
duced upon the temper and the nerves by turning a
crank or pulling a cart ? How can an economist
theorise regarding " unskilled" labour when he does
not know what driving wagons or carrying sacks
of grain means physically ? I do not suggest that no
man must theorise on matters the precise nature of
which he has not experienced, but that, if he is safely
to theorise, he must have had direct experience of
facts and feelings belonging to the same order as those
involved. What applies to politicians and economists,
who are directly engaged in determining, practically or
theoretically, large and intricate issues regarding humanh an utterlysm
